
A Rockefeller Pilgrimage to the Old Homestead

Where John D. Rockefeller
was born

TOHN'.D. and WILLIAM ROCKE¬
FELLER stepped from their auto¬
mobiles in front of the Ahwaga
House, in Owego, on Tuesday fore¬

noon, June 17, last, returned perfunctory
answers to hotel attendants who rushed
to greet them, noted that their travelling
companions with them were all right, and
then took a good, long look at the Sus-
riuehanna Rive*.looked up the river
to Hiawatha Island, opposite which,
sixty-nine years ago, as boys they
lived.
The island was bathed in radiant

¡.unshine, there was no breeze, and the
surface of the stream was like a look-
«ng-glass; robins were carolling in the
<lms, the countryside was at its love¬
liest.

"It hasn't changed any, William,"
said the elder. "It's just like it used
to be."

"That's so, John," said William. "I
never saw the old valley looking so
fine as It does to-day."

Sixty-nine years ago John and Will¬
iam, lads of eleven and nine, rolled into
Owego, along with their mother and
Frank and the two babies, Mary atad
Lucy.over the hills from Michigan
Hill, five miles out of Richford, twenty
miles away, on the road to Marathon,
from the farm where the boys were
lorn.

Sixty-nine years agol
And on .Tuesday John and William

were back in Owego.back to "shake
hands" with the splendid old river at
Hiawatha Island, where as lads they
learned to swim and skate and fish.
back to see the remaining "old familiar
faces" which, like gray and grizzled
phantoms, might hear of their return
and greet them.back possibly for the
last time together to see the river, the
old farmhouse at Hiawatha Island, and
to hear the robins and meadow larks
and whippoorwills make music as they
did sixty-nine years ago.
They had lived at other places, where

the presence of father and mother and
kinsfolk made it "home" to them.Mo¬
ravia, near Auburn; Parma and Strong-
ville, and Cleveland, in the Buckeye
State, and later in the great metropo¬
lis and Pocantico Hills.but none of
these places rose to the sweet dignity
of Owego, on the Susquehanna, where
the brothers attended the old Owego
Academy, under the principalship of
William Smyth.
And as they looked up the river they

seemed reluctant to go into the old
Ahwaga, where people were gathering
to catch a glimpse of the two captains
of industry and of those who accom¬

panied them.

Over the Hills
Bright and early on Monday morn¬

ing, June 16, the Rockefeller party, in
a large Simplex and two Pierce-Arrows,
with baggage car trailing, left Tarry-
town for Binghamton and Owego. In
the party were John D., Mr. and Mrs.
William Rockefeller, relatives, secre¬
taries and extra chauffeurs.fourteen
in all. They hit the state road.Trunk
Line 4, the "Liberty Route" .near
Goshen, and the scenery was familiar
until they began to climb the Shawan-
gunk Mountains at Bloomingburg. In
a little while they had reached Libertyand whirled along over Young's Moun¬
tain, where a magnificent view of thelower Catskilla is obtainable. At Liv¬
ingston Manor the state road carriedthem down the Willowemoc, and theywere in the John Burroughs countryfor twenty miles or so, as they fol¬lowed it to the Beaverkill; then to theeast branch of the Delaware, downthat branch to Hancock, where theeach and west branches join.Chc-hoc-ton, the Wedding of the Waters, theIndians called it; up the west branch' to above Deposit; over the "Divide"into the Susquehanna Valley at Wind¬
sor, and then over the hill» to Bing¬hamton, where a suite of fourteen
rooms was reserved for them at theArlington, and they stnyed all night.But their r*al objective was notBinghamton, but Owego, the old home,isnd the story is not so much aboutIthaca and Watkins Glen, where theywent from Owego, as it is about the
.pot where they spent the three yearsft their respective lives which per¬haps linger most fondly in their toemo-rí«rí!.

In the ¡ant quarter of a centuryJohn D. and William Rockefeller havenot visited OweKo often. Probably thedeath of William Smyth, their oldacademy instructor, in 1898, had muchto do with their long absences follow-Ing that dat«. During Mr. Smyth's:lifetime one or the other oi the broth-

ers would make a flying visit to the
Susquehanna Valley nearly every year
In order to call on him and other old
friends and school fellows.
When John D. and William visited

Owego together about twenty-five years
ago, their last visit prior to the one two
weeks ago, they went with Mr. Smyth
to the old academy and identified the
Beats they occupied as schoolboys.
The visit two weeks ago was prear¬

ranged and was quite largely to make
a call on Mrs. S. J. Life, an assistant
teacher of mathematics in the Owego
Academy when John D. and William
were there in 1852 and 1853 and a

lifelong friend of both of them.
Mrs. Life is an interesting woman.

For many years until her retirement
she was head of the Rye Seminary for
Girls, and In conducting that well
known school, in which she still is
financially interested, she was success¬
ful in every way. In Owego she takes
a leading part in church, social and
betterment undertakings, and Owego
people look up to her as a leader.
The annual catalogue of the Owego

Academy for 1852 gives the name of
Mrs. Life, then Miss Susan La Monte,
as assistant teacher of mathematics
and general English studies. The
names of John D. and William Rocke¬
feller are carried In the same catalogue
as students.
The plan of the academy and play¬

grounds is such that young ladies anc
young men are perfectly distinct an<
separate except when they meet oi
the recitation bench, under the eye o
their teacher.
The practice of oratory is considere*

a subject of the highest importance
and therefore the more advanced pu
pils are required to prepare oration
and to declaim them before their fel
low students and those visitors wh
may wish to be present.
Students may obtain board in re

spectable families at from 14 to 16 shil
lings a week. Over all students board
ing In the vicinity of the academ
teachers exercise unremitting viglance.

Tuition per term of fifteen wee!
at the following rates:
Reading, writing', orthography
and mental arithmetic. $3.C

English grammar, elocution, men¬
tal algebra, geography, with
use of globes . 3.!

Latin, Greek, Hebrew, French,
Logic, Moral Science, Political
Economy, Botany, Mineralogy,
Geology and other natural
Sciences . 5.<
Charges in addition to tuition-

Fuel, fall term, 25 cents; winter ten
30 cents.
Soon after reaching the hotel tl

Rockefeller brothers, with other mei
bers of the party, called on Mrs. Lii
who is in excellent health, and wl
keeps busy at something every day.
Another stopping place was at t

home of William A. Smyth, publishof "The Owego Times," son of t
principal of the academy. The hoi
commands an extraordinary view
the Susciuehanna, of Hiawatha Isla
and of the hillsides to the south.

"I remember this place from the tilI was a little boy," said William Rocl
feller. "Tho trees nnd the river f
just the same as they were sixty-nl
years »go. Old Dr. 1'hclpa lived he
I confess that I held a grudge -yes, <

mity »against the doctor for years.
hurt my ]c¡¡ severely, and it beca
badly inflamed. My mother brou(
me down here for Dr. Phelpa to look
over. He «hocked both my mother t
me by saying that the leg ought to
amputated. My mother had great ct
mon sense and decision of mind. !
vehemently protested, asserting t
she would not consent to the ampttion.that less radical remedies sho
be used. She carried her point. I:

few weeks my lame leg was as good as
ever. That was a pretty close call for
me and I never liked Dr. Phelps after¬
ward."
When a photograph of Dr. Phelps

was shown to him, Mr. Rockefeller ex¬
claimed:

"That's he.looks just as he did
when I saw him last. No, sir, I never
quite got over disliking that man."

Mrs. Life and her niece, Miss Susan
La Monte, motored with the Rockefel¬
lers to Hiawatha, three mijes above
Owego, to the old Rockefeller house.
On the way out John D. Rockefeller
recognized many of the houses and
gave to his brother the name of the
family who had lived in each when
ta v were boys together. He pointed
out the Hollenback house, now occu¬
pied by Clarence S. Mallery. He called
attention to the house formerly occu¬
pied by Stephen B. Leonard, now owned
by James A. Archibald. He remem¬
bered the Alexander Yates farm oppo¬site the "Hickories," and several
others.
When the party reached the weather-

beaten little old frame building on the
La Monte farm where the two aged
captains of industry had spent three |
years, walking the three and a half
miles to school in good and bad |weather, in spirit they indeed were
boys again. The dwelling is not oc¬
cupied, but It is in fair condition, and
there had been but minor changes in
the sixty-nine years.
The brothers Btrode through the

deep grass, and soon were "prowling"
around the old cottage. The building
was locked up, with the key in Owego,and the oil kings were disappointed at
not being able to get inside.
"Over there," said John D., pointing,

to his secretary, William Inglis, "is
the way William and I used to drive
the cows to pasture."

To the Graveyard Nearby
A visit was made to the little grave¬yard close to the old cottage, where

some of the pioneers of the valley !
were at rest. The names on the head-
stones helped to recall to the mind of
John D. many whom he had known
as a lad. The district schoolhouse,
a short distance from the grave¬
yard, where he and his brothers at¬
tended before he went to the academyin town, was next visited. Of the lit¬
tle throng who were in school there
with the Rockefellers only three or
four are now living. Of these, Mrs.
Life is one, Miss Maria Frear, of
Strait's Corners, is another, and John
Y/ates, of Owego, is the third. Mr.
Yates is the senior of the coterie, being
eighty-nine years old.
Failure to get into the old house at

Hiawatha rankled in the minds of the
brothers. They talked about it on the ;

Tracing
SPECULATIONS of anarchis¬

tic nature may be traced
in many Oriental writings.
Some there are, no doubt,

who, like Tolstoy, will see anarch- )
ism in the bold, moral and intel¬
lectual insurgency of Jesus Christ
and his immediate followers. But
that reasoned polity which in mod-
ern usage is called anarchism made
its first notable appearance in the
metaphysical school of which Shel-
ley was the great daring spirit and
Godwin the ablest exponent.
The revolt of Godwin, 1756-1880,

William Rockefeller

way back to the village and after they
reached the hotel. They disagreed as
to the size or arrangement of doors
and windows, and this led to an inter¬
esting and characteristic sequel.

"Bill," said John, "it's absurd for
us to come clear up here to Owego
and not go inside of the old home. Let's
settle the point we were talking about
by going up there 3nd getting inside."

"All right," said William. Soon a
car was ready. Through the assist-
anee of Miss La Monte they got what
they supposed was a key to the old
house, and in less than half an hour
they were again wading through the
deep grass and at the front door. But
the key didn't fit.
John looked at William and William

looked at John. The memory of a
hundred battles in the realm of finance
and oil probably stirred their blood.

"We'll get Into this house somehow,
even If we have to bust something,"
said the richest man in the world, and

Anarchi
was an intellectual one. He desired
such a condition of society as would
expand the understanding, remove
whatever impedes, and fill men with
a generous consciousness of their
independence. Law seemed an in¬
stitution of the most pernicious ten¬
dency. The world's commodities
should be distributed to insure to
every one the means of life, not
merely in the interests of justice
but because the accumulation of
private property has done most to
establish the empire of force in the
affairs of man. Godwin deprecated
any resort to violence in the real»,

(Above) Owego Academy, wit h its principal, William Smyth(Below) Schoolhonse on Michigan Hill

get In they did. Miss La Monte after¬
ward said she didn't remember just
how they got in, or where, but break
in they did. They settled the point in
controversy and came out jubilant, al¬
though they were a little cobwebby.
Of the Owegoans who were in the

academy when the Rockefellers were
students few are now living. The liv¬
ing include Theodore D. Geers, of Flor¬
ida; William L. Kingman, of Yonkers;
Mrs. John F. Steele, Mrs. J. B. Stan-
brough, Mrs. Mary Chesebrough and
Miss Eva Woodward, of Owego,

Famous Graduates
The, Rockefellers were not the only

ones who became prominent in national
affairs. Some of the others who were
in the academy either just before or
just after the Rockefellers were on
the school roster were General Benja¬
min F. Tracy, Secretary of the Navy;
Senator Thomas C. Platt, General Isaac
S. Catlin, Bishop George Worthington,
of Nebraska, and Frederick Hewitt,
who left $500,000 to Yale and $2,000,-
000 to the Post-Graduate Hospital of
this city, and whose will was contested
by disappointed relatives. Hewitt, at
the time he entered Yale, was said to
be the youngest student that had ap¬
plied for entrance there. He was an
unusual pupil, in whom Principal
Smyth took great interest, and when
he tried to enroll at Yale ho was com¬
pelled to wait a year on account of
his age.

William Smyth, the famous prin¬
cipal, was of Scotch descent, but came
from County Derry, in the North of
Ireland. He was educated at Edin¬
burgh University, a pupil, it is said, of
the famous Dr. Chalmers, and studied
for the ministry. On reaching New
York he became for a short time a

ism's Be
ization of the new order. One's
reason forbade the use of weapons
which might be employed with equal
prospect of success on either side.

Proudhon, 1809-'65, a native of
Besançon, is interesting as the first
political thinker to call himself an
anarchist. His own contribution to
anarchism, however, is much less
important than his personal influ¬
ence on other writers.and partic¬
ularly on Bakunin. He rejected all
individual laws except the one legal
form that contracts must be lived
up to. Hence the state must' dis¬
appear also, for it frequently at-
tempta to coerce those who have

proofreader on "The New York Sun"
and an editorial writer for "The New
York Observer." He answered an ad¬
vertisement for a principal for the
Owego Academy and cot the place, his
letter being perfect in composition,spelling and punctuation, a point which
constituted the winning margin in his
favor against forty competitors. He
taught until 1858, and then founded
"The Owego Times," now owned byhis son. He was president of the vil¬
lage of Owego, Assemblyman and State
Superintendent of Insurance. His son,the publisher of "The Owego Times,"is the Republican leader of TiogaCounty, and during Senator Platt's
life was one of his most influential
lieutenants. For several terms he was
postmaster of Owego.
Miss Mina Smyth, daughter of Will¬

iam Smyth, who many times talked
with John D. Rockefeller, in a recent
statement said of him :
"One thing about Mr. Rockefeller

that struck me as peculiar was that he
seemed a little one-sided in his wayof looking at things. For instance,
there were his religious views. So
far as he was concerned, there was
just one church in the world, and
that was the Baptist. He did wonders,
so far as giving goes, for the freemen
and the Indians in the Baptist mis¬
sions down South, but when I talked
to him about the Presbyterian mission
at Asheville he said that he had never
heard of it. But he had the name
and all about every Baptist concern
in the country at his tongue's end, so
J. suppose he had enough to think of
without troubling his head about other
denominations."
The people of Rlchford, twenty

miles from Owego, the nearest post-
cffice to the Rockefeller homestead on

winnings
never entered into a contract at all.
He imagined a system of absolute
equality in which all existing in¬
stitutions, except that of property,might be retained. The change
would come about as the result of
conviction; thus law would spon¬
taneously transform itself, the state
and property would drop away and
the new condition appear. As a
means of popularizing his idea he
founded a People's Bank in Paris
in 1849. Its aim was to insure
work and prosperity to all producers
by organizing them as capitalista
and consumers, too..London Com¬
mon Sense. ».

Michigan Hill, where the boys were
born, were much disappointed because
the Rockefeller party failed to visit
the old farmhouse. As already stated,the farm is about five miles from
Richford village, on the road to Mari-
thon. The place is owned, it is under¬
stood, by Simeon Rockefeller, a third
or fourth cousin of John D. The pres¬
ent tenants are Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Talcott and baby daughter. The house
originally seems to have been about
60 by 16 feet, and two stories. From
left to right was the woodshed and
well, with an entrance to the kitchen
Then conies the kitchen, and then the
sitting room and parlor combined, anc
off this were two bedrooms, in one
of which it is said by the neighbors
all the boys were born. Both th<
house and the barns were fairly wel
built, and doubtless were as com
fortable as the average farmhouse
Some years ago the owner of the place
got tired of having the woodhous«
end of the dwelling where it was an«
he carved the houste in twain, movini
it back, and built a better structur
in its place, leaving the old sittin¡
room section as part of the remodelle
dwelling, and facing the remodelle
structure quarter way around. Tw
hundred feet down the slope is
pretty brook, with plenty of sucke'r
and chubs in it. It is plenty bi
enough for a swimming hole, but it
doubtful if John D. Rockefeller moi
than waded through it, as he was onl
four when his folks moved north 1
Moravia. Close to the old house
a neat schoolhouse, the successor <
one which the old residents say sto<
there when William Rockefeller, tlfather of John D., built the hou:
where his boys were born. In the garet of the part of the old farmhou
containing the woodshed, detach«
from the sitting room part, and f
many years used as a henhouse ai
storeroom, is a relic that perhaps sor
Rockefeller will lay hands on one
these days. It is an old, hand-ma
skeining reel, and a genuine antiqiIt is about the only thing of val
left in the old garret, which
festooned with cobwebs. But still
works. Peter Decker, sixty-nine yes
of age, who has lived nearly all of 1
life next to the Rockefeller homeste¡
says that it was in the Rockefe!
garret when he first climbed into
fifty years ago.

Tribute to John D.
"John D. Rockefeller always has b<

kind to his poor relations," said Jc
Wilcox, the hiirnessmaker and just
of the peace in Richford, whose w
now dead, was a first cousin of J<
D. "My wife was an own cousin
John, and about twenty years
times were hard with us. I sugges
to my wife that a man as rich as Ji
D. was reputed to be would help ui
we asked him. My wife replied,
can't write Cousin John for finan
help without giving you a black i
and I won't write.' Several years a:
that, following the announcement 1
Mr. Rockefeller was giving away i
sums for education, my wife aaid to

The home of John D. and
William Rockefeller in 1850
while they went to school at
Owego Academy
$-_-.-_

one day: 'I have been thinking it over,
and I have decided that I must go to
Kansas and see the cousins. I am go¬
ing to write Cousin John that while wo
are able to pay our honest debts and
get along respectably, we haven't any
money for pleasure, and that I want to
go and see our Western cousins.' She
did so, and at once received a check for
$150 from Mr. Rockefeller, with which
she made the trip. I never personally
met John D., but I have always re¬
spected his great ability and his kindli¬
ness to his relatives."
William H. Finn, of Richford, told

the following story:
"I lived near a third or fourth cousin

of John D. when he lost his cow.his
only cow. This cousin was a very poor
man, and he deeply felt the loss. It
was suggested that he write John D.
for money to buy a cow. He did so,
asking for $50. He got a letter back
inclosing a check for $50 with a sug¬
gestion by Mr. Rockefeller that $50
was too much to pay for a cow, and an¬
other suggestion that if he tried he
could buy a good cow for less, and if he
did so, Mr. Rockefeller wanted him to
return the unspent balance. The cousin
got a good new cow for Î10 and re¬
turned §10 to John.D. Soon after that
a check for $25 was sent to him, and
until the end of his life he received a
pension of $25 a month from John D.
He probably would not have got It if
he had failed to send back the change."
The story of the visit of the Rocke¬

fellers to Owego would not be com'
plete without Miss Kate Roche in it
Miss Roche for many years has beei
an important part of the Ahwaga, an«
the old Ahwaga itself is an institution
it is one of your old-fashioned has
tleries, with large rooms and high ceil
ings. It was here years ago that Sen
ator Thomas C. J'latt, at about th<
time that Senator Depew was a candi¬
date, for United States Senator, held
his buckwheat pancake breakfast. Tw<
or three hundred Republican politi
cians, with a bunch of reporters, came il
on special trains from around the stat
and sat down to a pancake brenkfaa
that began at 10 o'clock in the mornin
and lasted until 3 in the afternooi
John F. Ward was the manager of th
hotel then, and he is the manager no*
Kate Roche was the head waitress thei
and she is the head waitress non
John D. and William Rockefeller hav
known her for years, and so do Joh
D., jr., and Percy and the others.
Kate was at the s'ile oí the Rock*

feller brothers when they sat. down 1
eat nt' the Ahwaga on Tuesday an
again on Thursday, after the return <
the visitors from Ithaca and Watkir
Glen.
"They've been coming here, old an

young and little and big, for the la¡
thirty-five years," said Kate. "Mr. Joh
D. and Mr. William are very smart me;
and they are very nice to plain peopl
Mr. John D. told me that he never ha
such a nice trip before in his life s
the one he had here. And Mr. Williai
said the same thing. And, more the
that".and here Miss Roche assum«
an air of almost regal superiority at

dignity."this time they all stay«
over night at the Arlington, in Bin
hamton, with fourteen rooms for fou
teen people, and when Mr. John D. w
leaving "he said to me that he had h
such a good time that the next tir
he comes, and that will be next year,
is going to stay overnight here at t

Ahwaga, with all of his party. He c(

tainly knows a good hotel when
sees it. And more than that," add
Miss Roche, as a fitting finale to 8 pi
feet day, "he said that he never tast
better custard pie than I served h
to-day."
The Rockefeller party went fr

Owego to Ithaca, where they took
look at Rockefeller Hall, one of
show places of the college town, f

from there they went to Watkins G
for Wednesday night. It is said
have been the first time the broth
ever were in Watkins Glen. They
turned to Owego for the midday rn

on Thursday. John D. Rockefeller <

ited Owego about twenty years t

being unattended at the time,
looked up a few of the men he
known as boys and inquired ab
others. William Rockefeller vis:
Owego last in 1910. He was on a ;

cial train with President Truesdel!
the Lackawanna Railroad, James S
man, John D., jr., and others. At 1
time he took a drive around town
stopped to look at the old home at 1
watha Island. Tho day was in Nov
ber, and it was cold and dreary. "'
time it was different, as June in
Susquehanna Valley is a time to n
nature lovers enthusiastic. When
they went, the brothers expressed
greatest pleasure over their trip
over the beauties of the country
had traversed.


